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…And Wonders of His Love,  
And Wonders of His Love,  

And Wonders, Wonders, of His Love 
 

Joy to the World, a beloved Christmas classic turns 

300 this year.  In 1719, Isaac Watts penned his 

interpretation of Psalm 98, which invites us to “sing 

a new song.” This Advent, we will be celebrating 

the Anniversary in our worship series, “Wonders of 

His Love.” Each week it begins with the reverse 

Advent Candles as Christmas nears and the light of 

Christ approaches, one black candle is extinguished 

as a blue is lit, we will be singing Joy to the World.  

 

Have you ever noticed that the hymn, Joy to the 

World, is found with the Christmas hymns?  No, it 

is found in the Advent hymns because it is Watt’s 

celebration of Jesus’s role as King of both his 

church and the whole world. Only a century later 

was the second half of the poem adapted and set to 

music to give us what has become one of the most 

famous of all Christmas Carols.  

 

Exactly, why do we sing this song at Christmas? If 

you notice, the words are about Christ’s second 

coming – when the full expression of his glory will 

be revealed. So, what does this song have to do with 

Christmas? Well, there would not be a second 

coming if there was not the first coming.   

 

The church year begins with the preparatory season 

of Advent. Advent comes from the Latin word 

adventus, which means appearing or coming of 

God. As Christians, we understand Christ coming 

two times, first as a baby and then at his second 

appearing.  

 

As the rest of the world seems to speed up for the 

pending Christmas holiday, we can appreciate the 

slower pace of Advent.  It allows for space to 

breathe and just be still.   

 

 

 

 

As I write this, the Thanksgiving holiday is almost a 

week away.  This newsletter will be in your church 

mailboxes on Christ the King Sunday, which is the 

end of the church year.  

 

Reflecting on this past church year, I see that we 

have been busy. Vision and Mission Statements are 

being prepared to roll out to the congregations. 

Goals have been created so that we may live into 

who God is calling our churches to be.  

 

There is a sense of new joy and energy in our faith 

communities. Already people are thinking about 

how we can do God’s Work, Our Hands for 2020. 

We are stretching our Biblical understanding with 

the new Narrative Lectionary on Sundays. There 

have also been tears and sorrow as we had to say 

goodbye to several people.  

 

As the new church year begins, my wish for you as 

we prepare for the coming of our Lord Christ two 

times is the joy to the world this Advent.   
 

Pastor Carol  
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ADVENT SERVICES 
Whenever we gather this Advent, we will celebrate 

the 300th Anniversary of Joy to the World with 

singing. The Sundays of Advent, like all Sundays, 

are a celebration of the resurrection of Jesus Christ 

even as the nights get longer and we anxiously 

await the coming of Christ two times. 
 

Advent begins with Traditional Sunday Services at 

11 am on 12/1, 12/8, 12/15, and 12/22. Like last 

year, there will be a different kind of Advent 

Wreath. There will be two wreaths – one dark and 

one light. For each week, we extinguish something 

and light something else. This way, the darkness 

slowly overcomes the light. 

 
 

Then on Thursdays, 12/5, 12/12, and 12/19 at 7 pm 

is Praying with the Saints. This Advent Midweek 

Service will include Holden Evening Prayer as well 

as observing the commemorations that fall during 

the month of December. Commemorations 

“illuminate various aspects of the church’s life and 

mission through the lives of women and men who 

have followed Christ in succeeding generations” 

(ELW Leaders Edition, p. 13). All are welcome to 

join us as we await the birth of our Lord. 
 

Join us on Christmas Eve (12/24) for the Repeat the 

Sounding Joy Family Candlelight Service with Holy 

Communion at 5 pm. Bring your family, bring a 

friend to worship this year.   
 

The First Sunday of Christmas (12/29) will be a 

Lessons and Carols Service with Holy Communion 

at 11 am. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL PAGEANT 
The Sunday School Christmas pageant in which 

detectives search for clues to discover Who Came to 

Bethlehem? is during worship December 15th.   

There will be readings, hymns, and prayers all to 

serve as evidence to help the detectives, the 

children, and the congregation find out the truth that 

Jesus was born to save us all from sin and death 

forever. 

 

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 
Our Savior’s is at the Christmas Bazaar again this 

year.  This is a great opportunity for us to be visible 

in our community, to contribute part of our 

proceeds to the Sheriff’s Relief Fund, and to have a 

fun day together.  We can use help in setting up, 

manning the tables, taking down, and, most of all, 

baked goods or crafts!  Sign up for what you can do 

to help, and thank you!    

     

ADOPT A FAMILY FOR CHRISTMAS 

We will be adopting a family for Christmas through 

SCCFF again this year.  The lists are out. 

Remember, we are not required to purchase every 

item on the list.  
 

The unwrapped gifts need to be returned to the 

church by December 8th. High school seniors who 

need volunteer hours for college scholarships will 

be coming to the SCCFF office to have a   

“wrap-a-thon.” 

 

THIRSTY THEOLOGY 
Thirsty Theology meets each month to share pizza 

and conversation at one of the churches. In 

December, the group gathers at FLC to discuss 

ELCA Social Statement on Genetics.  The group 

will be taking the month of January off.   
 

Come meet new friends or invite your friends along 

and join in the conversation.  Each person is 

responsible for paying their share of the meal and 

drinks. Carpooling is a great way of continuing the 

conversation.  
 

SILENCE IN ADVENT  
Silence is a gift that can enrich the life of a 

worshipping community. The rests in music are as 

important as the notes, and they must be counted 

and honored in the same way that sounds are made. 

In a similar fashion, silence deepens the experience 

of the words, music, and actions of worship. 
 

This Advent during worship, silence is being 

integrated into new spaces. It may feel 

uncomfortable at first, and that’s okay as we recall 

that God comes to us in silence and stillness.  “Be 

still and know… (Psalm 46:10). 

 


