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Ministry Milestones 
A milestone is a meaningful, memorable moment in 

the lives of individuals and communities. Ministry 

Milestones say that, “This is something important, 

and God is here, too.” 

 

Growing up in the Milwaukee area, I either wanted 

to be a police officer, or a ballerina, or a pastor. 

Throughout my childhood, my parents never 

allowed me to use the excuse of being a girl to get 

out of doing things. Imagine my shock and dismay 

when I was told by my parents that I could not be a 

police officer or a pastor.  

 

As I entered into my teenage years, women were 

making forays into nontraditional careers. This year 

the ELCA is celebrating 50 years of women in 

ordained ministry. The first women ordained in the 

predecessor church bodies to the ELCA were the 

Rev. Elisabeth Plats in November 1970 and the 

Rev. Barbara L. Andrews in December 1970.   

 

Many of you know that the Rev. Jessica Crist was 

the first female bishop in Montana (2007). But do 

you know which synod and when the very first 

female bishop was elected? The year was 1992 

when the La Crosse Synod elected the Rev. April 

Ulring Larson. She served in this position from 

1992 -2008.  

 

Since that time 42% of the Conference of Bishops 

are women. The most recent is the Rev. Amy 

Odgren, elected bishop of the ELCA Northeastern 

Minnesota Synod on August 29, 2020. The current 

presiding bishop of the ELCA is Elisabeth Eaton 

who was first elected in 2013.  

 

So, why am I bringing this up now? The original 

plan for this summer was to highlight the role of 

women in the church. When I was a child, women 

were not able to be council presidents or even on 

council. The thought of a female pastor or bishop 

was not even a consideration.  

 

Today, I give thanks to the women who were bold 

enough to follow God’s call in their lives. They 

remind me of the early church’s women in 

leadership – Mary, Lydia, Phoebe, and Chloe to 

name a few. I give thanks to the lay leaders in our 

congregations in which over half are women. This 

year the council presidents at FLC and OSL are 

women – Annie Wooden and Jo Carpenter. Thank 

you for your willingness to serve.  

 

This fall, we enter the fifth year of my being the 

pastor or lead sheep as Pr. Jason Asselstine referred 

to me in my installation in September 2016 to the 

congregations. As faith communities, we continue 

to listen to God’s call into our lives, church, and 

community. It is not always easy, especially in these 

troubling times, but we strive to love one another as 

Christ has loved us.  
 

There is something important happening, and God 

is here, too.   

 

The peace of Christ be with you all.  
 

Pastor Carol  
 

We Have a Mission 

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church is a nurturing, 

accepting, and joyful faith community which invites 

all to grow in Christ.   

Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ. To him be the glory both now and to the day 

of eternity. Amen. 2 Peter 3:18 
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PRAYER SHAWL GROUP 
The prayer shawl group has been hiatus since the 

spring. Now that fall is in the air, the group will 

resume meeting on the third Thursday of the month 

at 10. All are welcome to join the group.  
 

Do you know someone dealing with illness, grief, 

change in life situations? Consider giving the 

person a prayer shawl. You may give the shawls 

whenever appropriate. We have many shawls 

available, and more are being knit or crocheted all 

the time. When taking a shawl, please include the 

prayer card. Write the names of each recipient in the 

book. Thank you, knitters and crocheters, and 

thanks to all who provide shawls to those in need. 
 

THIRSTY THEOLOGY 
God invites us to “Come, all who are thirsty, come 

to the waters.” (Is.55:1). It’s a moving portrayal of 

how the Lord offers satisfying refreshment for our 

thirsty souls. As Lutherans, we are full of talkers, 

and listeners, and questioners, and learners who 

gather seeking God.  
 

Join us for Thirsty Theology on the first Monday of 

the month at First Lutheran in Plains at 6 pm. 

October begins a two-session study on White 

Privilege written by two ELCA pastors. The goal is 

to educate ourselves on what is being said in this 

movement, to broaden our knowledge on the 

subject. 
 

Usually, we share a meal, but due to COVID, this 

will look different. In October, you are invited to 

bring your dinner. In November, we are asking for a 

host for the meal. Details will be discussed at the 

October Thirsty Theology. 
 

BYOB (BRING YOUR OWN BIBLE) 

BYOB meets on the first Thursday of each month at 

10 am.  The fall study is “Making Sense of the 

Cross” by David. J. Lose. This study is a little 

different as it allows the reader to ‘listen in’ on a 

conversation with two people having an open and 

candid conversation and discussion on the cross.  

 

Child Start 
Child Start will be returning once their schedule is 

being finalized. Normally, they meet twice a month 

in the fellowship area. Sharing our space is a small 

way of living into our faith.  

 

FAITH FORMATION  
Confirmation and Sunday School are gearing up for 

another year.  Confirmation is for youth in 7th and 

8th grade. Please contact Pr. Carol if you know of a 

youth who would like to participate. Classes start in 

October. 
 

Sunday School will be meeting every other week 

during worship.  The schedule will be posted soon. 

Thank you to the teachers and assistants for sharing 

God’s story with the children of OSL. 
 

GOD’S WORK. OUR HANDS 
Thank you to everyone who participated in “God’s 

Work. Our Hands.” this year.   

 
 

THE READINGS IN WORSHIP THIS FALL 
Like last year, we will be using the narrative 

lectionary beginning September 13th. The lectionary 

is nothing more than a list of suggested readings for 

each Sunday. This lectionary goes from September 

to Pentecost, provides one text instead of four, and 

is a four-year cycle. The readings for each Sunday 

are arranged chronologically through the Bible, 

starting with the Old Testament. Each week is a 

new story and moves along following the story of 

God's people. Beginning in the season of Advent, 

we switch to one particular gospel (this year, we are 

focusing on Luke) through Easter Sunday. In the 

season of Easter, we look at the Acts of the 

Apostles and one of the Epistles (letters). 
 

The Narrative Lectionary was created by Luther 

Seminary due to the overall lack of Biblical literacy 

in America (and the West) today. We tend not to be 

as familiar with the overall story of the Bible. If 

these stories were told every year, we could all 

become more familiar with how it all works 

together. As we start to see the overall scope of 

God's redemption story of the Bible, as we journey 

with God's people from creation, to fall, to 

redemption, we might see the same story and God at 

work in us. 

 


