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We are the Church!  
I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on 

behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom 

you gave me, because they are yours. John 17:9 
 

My recent daily devotion focused on Jesus’ prayer 

at the Last Supper. Here, Jesus and the disciples are 

gathered around the table. The world for the 

disciples is about to change drastically. Chapter 18 

begins with Jesus’ arrest in the garden. But at this 

moment, Christ is offering a prayer as well as 

comfort for his friends.  
 

Lately, I have been comparing our world to that of 

the disciples. Everything that we know has turned 

upside down. I am on my third attempt at writing 

this section of the newsletter due to the changing 

circumstances around CoVID19.  I wonder, what 

will church and the world looks like this summer?  
 

One thing I know is that our lives will be different. 

Worship is already a little different from the 

physically distancing, wearing a mask, and the use 

of Service of the Word.  For the time being, there 

are no fellowship times or potlucks planned. The 

church councils and I are taking a careful approach 

to activities and worship to ensure everyone’s 

safety.   
 

Our primary concern has been for the health and 

welfare of members and the greater community.  

We want everyone to feel comfortable when they do 

come to worship or another event. And for your 

own sake, if you have heightened risk factors or are 

sick, please consider continuing to worship online 

or through printed materials provided.   
 

With that in mind, as a faith community, we are 

going back to the basics of our faith. The summer 

sermon series will help us to remember that we are 

the church. We will continue to hear from Paul in 

his letters to the Corinthians. Next, we will dig into 

the Lord’s Prayer and finish with the Apostle’s 

Creed to hone in on what we believe. God Sightings 

and Epiphany Star Words will guide us as we 

consider how we are the church.  

 

We are the Church is a camp song by Jay Beech 

that reminds us the church is not the building, but it 

is you and I. The center of our faith is the 

relationship with God and each other. Together we 

live our lives as we are called, enlightened, 

sanctified for the work of the Lord.  
 

Still, there is one thing that is missing in worship, 

Holy Communion. While it is true that Jesus is still 

present with us whenever we gather as the body of 

Christ, hear the Word of God, and receive a 

blessing, another part of me wants to be fed by the 

Holy Meal. For several weeks, I have been in 

discussions on how we can do this safely through 

limiting movement, and preparation of the meal 

while maintaining physical distancing.  Soon, a 

separate worship will be available that includes 

Holy Communion. Due to space issues and other 

considerations, it will be necessary to reserve a 

place at the table. 
 

Blessings and peace as we move into summer.  
 

Pastor Carol  
 

We Have a Mission 

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church is a nurturing, 

accepting, and joyful faith community which invites 

all to grow in Christ.   

Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ. To him be the glory both now and to the day 

of eternity. Amen. 2 Peter 3:18 
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SUMMER PREACHING SERIES 
Christian life is a journey. This year we have been 

in the narrative lectionary, which runs from the 

Sunday after Labor Day to the Day of Pentecost. In 

the summer are three sessions or preaching series.   
 

“We’ve Come This Far by Faith” is the first of the 

three summer preaching series. The focus for June 7 

through July 12 is on Paul’s second letter to the 

Corinthians. The relationship has deteriorated 

between them. Together, we will explore how Paul 

seeks to rebuild their relationship and applications 

for our lives today.  
 

The next series is four weeks on the “Lord’s 

Prayer,” July 19 through August 9. We will explore 

the prayer Jesus teaches in Luke 11:2-4 that follows 

the pattern of the commandment to love God with 

heart, soul, strength, and mind and our neighbors as 

ourselves (Luke 10:27). Only after the prayer is 

grounded in God’s person and reign do we move to 

requests that reflect our personal needs, our 

relationships with our neighbors, and the struggles 

of our own souls. 
 

The final series, August 16 through August 30, is in 

on the Apostle’s Creed. The series will explore the 

creed in the framework for Christian belief on what 

we believe God has done through Jesus Christ and 

what this means for the church and us.  
 

PR. CAROL’S SCHEDULE 
Pr. Carol is continuing to work in the FLC office 

from 8:30 – 11:30 am Monday through Thursday. 

The number is 826-3516. She will be at OSL for 

worship, meetings, appointments, etc. as scheduled. 

She can always be reached via cell, text, email or at 

the parsonage.  

 

MONTHLY MIDWEEK SERVICE 
For the love of each other and our community, the 

church council decided to cancel the joint monthly 

midweek services for this summer. Because of the 

uncertainty from the COVID19 virus, no firm date 

for entering Phase 2 of the state re-opening played 

into the decision. 

 

WORSHIP TIME CHANGE 
On August 2nd, the worship time returns to 11 am.  

Mark it on your calendar!  

 

Mission and Vision 

We have a vision…We will listen to God’s plan for 

us to flourish in faith, family, and community.   

I delight to do your will, O my God; your law is 

within my heart.’ Psalm 40:8 
 

At the annual meeting, we adopted our new mission 

and vision statements to respond to God’s call in 

our lives.  As a reminder, the mission statement is 

the basic purpose, why a church exists. The vision 

statement is the approach used in putting the 

mission statement into action. 

 

FLATHEAD LUTHERAN BIBLE CAMP 
On May 26, 2020, the Flathead Lutheran Bible 

Camp Board of Directors met and made the difficult 

decision to change the focus of the programming for 

the Summer 2020 session. Instead of the children 

and youth programming “as normal,” they will be 

hosting family, and small group focused retreat-

style programming. This decision comes after 

careful discussion, research, advice from health 

agencies, and with copious hours of prayer. Their 

goal of providing campers and guests with 

transformative, Christ-centered, fun, adventurous, 

camping experiences has not changed, and are 

determined to make this an awesome summer of 

ministry. They will be transitioning into hosting 

family camp-style retreats, where a family or other 

small groups experience camp together with a camp 

staff member to guide through the various camp 

activities. (swimming, Bible study, worship, 

canoeing, etc.!) 

LPA GRADUATION 
Congratulations to Michael Murray and Steve 

Seilhymer, members of FLC, who have completed 

the Lay Pastoral Associate program through the 

Montana Synod. In the near future, they will be 

recognized and blessed during worship.  
 

GOD’S WORK. OUR HANDS. 
God’s Work, Our Hands is an opportunity to celebrate 

who we are as the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America – one church, freed in Christ to serve and 

love our neighbor.  This year the official date is 

Sunday, September 13, 2020. We have two (2) 

projects lifted up already. If you have a service idea, 

please talk to a council member.  


