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Journey to the Cross 

I'm going on a journey, and I'm starting today.  

My head is wet, and I'm on my way.  
 

Text: Kenneth D. Larkin 

 

Lately, I have been thinking a great deal about 

journeys. In June 2020, Steve and I were to travel to 

the Holy Land. That trip was canceled due to 

COVID. The trip was rescheduled to June 2021, 

which has also been canceled. Now we are to go in 

June 2022.  

With the journey canceled again, we have begun to 

explore what to do on vacation this year. Will it be 

safe to visit family? Maybe this is the year to visit 

the Grand Canyon. Perhaps the Navy reunion will 

occur. Or should we do something else?  

My new personal daily devotion journeys to unveil 

how the mercy of God in the Messiah is spoken of 

from the beginning of the Hebrew Bible, all the way 

to the closing chapter of Malachi. It's opening my 

mind and heart to Christ in a new way.  

As congregations, we have journeyed through this 

pandemic. As I write this for the newsletter, I am 

reminded that we were taking a different approach 

to Lent a year ago by celebrating mini-Easters on 

Sunday. Midweek began with soup suppers 

followed by Holden Evening Prayer.  

Lent 2021 begins on February 17th this year. On 

Transfiguration Sunday 2021, we are "packing 

away" the alleluias in a box. The following week, 

the Lenten Sunday worship will be simpler as we 

witness Jesus' journey to the cross in the Gospel of 

Luke.  

The journey to Jerusalem is different in the four 

Gospels. John is the most dramatic as the Son of 

God travels the vast distance between the cosmos to 

the world in which he "became flesh" and lived 

"face to face" with us. In Mark, the story is the last 

three years of our Christ's life; everything seems to 

happen "immediately." In Matthew, the journey of 

the Son of God causes others (Magi, apostles) to go 

on journeys.  

 

The journey in Luke is like the spine of the Gospel 

story. It begins when Jesus "set his face to go to 

Jerusalem." (Luke 9:51) Everything takes place 

within the context of a single journey, not multiple 

trips to Jerusalem.  

This year along the Lenten journey, we will visit 

Gethsemane, the upper room, Golgotha, the 

courtyard, the trial.  These are locations that we 

hear about in scripture. Few of us have visited these 

locations physically, yet we visit them during the 40 

days of Lent. Jesus entered them all and created 

places of service, strength, love, remembrance, and 

forgiveness. 

In many ways, I am reminded of my baptism 

journey that began many years ago. I take time to 

remember that:  

Christ mark is on me; it's on you, too;  

it says that he loves me, and he loves you, too!  
 

Text: Kenneth D. Larkin 

 

In Christ,  

Pastor Carol  
 

We Have a Mission 
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Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ. To him be the glory both now and to the day 

of eternity. Amen. 2 Peter 3:18 
 

Rev. Carol Seilhymer 

Parsonage: 406-826-4080 

Cell : 612-532-9805 

pr.carols@gmail.com 
 

First Lutheran Church 

Office: 406-826-3516 

http://flcplains.org/ 
 

Our Savior's Lutheran Church 

Office: 406-827-3926 

http://www.oursaviorslutherantf.org/ 

 

mailto:pr.carols@gmail.com
http://flcplains.org/
http://www.oursaviorslutherantf.org/


(Continued from p.1) 

 

LENTEN SERVICES 
The forty days of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday 

(2/17). Throughout the season, worship is simplified 

to allow us to contemplate our faith.  
 

We gather for worship on Ash Wednesday at 5 pm. 

It is a traditional service with a twist for the 

imposition of ashes and Holy Communion on 

February 17th.   
 

On Sundays, we explore our "Journey to the Cross." 

Worship is at 9 am with Holy Communion. The 

season begins with a clear destination in mind. 

Jesus sets his face toward Jerusalem and, in doing 

so, sets his course toward his own suffering and 

death. He pauses only to remind his followers to set 

their faces in the right direction—to repent, serve 

others, and follow him, even to death. As we 

journey toward Holy Week, we are reminded again 

and again to turn around and face Jerusalem. 
 

Then join us on Thursdays at 7 pm for the "Tree of 

Life in Lent" worship. Many world religions use the 

image of the tree of life when depicting their central 

beliefs and values. For Christians, that tree of life is 

the cross. The midweek service focuses on the 

biblical use of the tree of life. Each week a biblical 

passage and a hymn cast some light on the cross of 

Christ as our tree of life.  

 

ALL CREATION SINGS 
All Creation Sings is the new hymnal supplement to 

the ELW hymnal. It is about the same size as the 

last supplement, With One Voice (the blue book, 

1995), which came out about halfway between the 

Lutheran Book of Worship (green book, 1978) and 

Evangelical Lutheran Worship (cranberry book, 

2006).  
 

This resource has a great variety of music for 

worship, with some incredible new texts revealing 

new things about our relation to God, our relation to 

each other, and what God calls us to do. Some are 

set to new hymn tunes. Others are set to familiar 

ones. There are several songs that emphasize our 

connection as the church around the world, as well 

as many repetitive refrains from the Taize and Iona 

communities for contemplative worship.  
 

During the Midweek Lenten Services, we will begin 

to explore this exciting new hymnal 

AWESOME MYSTERY  
The Lenten daily devotions being used are from 

Luther Seminary. The series is entitled "Awesome 

Mystery." It has a similar format to that of the  

2020 Advent Devotional, "O Lord How Shall I 

Meet You?" The contributing writers include 

seminary professors and graduates from Luther 

Seminary. James L. Boyce '71 M.Div. is the 

theological editor.   
 

Due to copyright restrictions, we are not able to post 

the devotions on Facebook. You will either receive 

a daily email or a hard copy on Sunday.  

 

THIRSTY THEOLOGY 
Thirsty Theology meets the first Monday of the 

month at 6 pm at FLC to talk about life, philosophy, 

faith, and deep questions of meaning. We explore 

and express our own doubts and questions and learn 

from others. 
 

"Lutheran Trump Card" sessions are on March 1st 

and April 12th at First Lutheran in Plains. Note: the 

April date has been moved due to the Easter 

Holiday.  

 

HOLY WEEK SERVICES 
Holy Week begins on Palm Sunday (3/28). It is a 

week-long observance of our Lord's entry into 

Jerusalem. Worship with Holy Communion is at 9 

am. 
 

Maundy Thursday Service (4/1) features Holy 

Communion and stripping of the Altar. We gather at 

5 pm in the sanctuary for worship.  
 

The service continues on Good Friday (4/2) at 5 pm. 

On this day, we remember Jesus' death by 

crucifixion. Good Friday is called 'good' not 

because Jesus died, but because of what we 

experience of grace, forgiveness, joy, peace, and 

love as a result of that death.   
 

Easter Prayer Vigil (4/3) is done from the comfort 

of your own home. It is a time to pray, read 

scripture, and reflect on the true meaning of Easter. 

Watch for signups at the church.  
 

Easter Sunday (4/4), at 9 am, we celebrate this day 

of days with Holy Communion and are filled with 

hope as we share the Good News that Christ is 

risen.   


