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Turning a Corner  
We are turning, Lord to hear you; you are merciful 

and kind – slow to anger, rich in blessing and with 

love to us inclined. 

Text by Gracia Grindal, based on Joel 2:13 

 

As I walked from the parsonage today, I noticed the 

turning of the seasons. The hills seem to have less 

snow than a week ago. The tulips are now blooming 

as the rest of the flower beds are turning green. 

While the temperature was a bit chilly, I can sense 

that spring is here. Before you know it, summer will 

be here once more.  

 

As communities of faith, we are turning towards a 

new normal. The church councils are loosening 

some of the COVID protocols as members report a 

high vaccination rate – nearing the 85% mark. 

Currently, I am coordinating with several 

individuals on how to restart fellowship and other 

gatherings.  

 

Our primary concern continues to be for the health 

and welfare of members and the greater community.  

We want everyone to feel comfortable when they do 

come to worship or another event. We ask that if 

you are sick, please stay home and take care of 

yourself. If you feel more comfortable wearing a 

mask, please do so.  

As spring turns to summer, I have been turning to  

where God is calling to our communities of faith. I 

am leaning into my “Star Words” of planning and 

wonder. Lately, I am looking for where I find the 

Lord’s mercy and kindness. More often than not, I 

am discovering the Lord’s blessings and love for the 

world, even when our world appears more divisive 

than ever.  

 

The summer sermon series has a focus on the means 

of God’s grace, that free gift from God in which all 

people receive eternal life, forgiveness, purpose, 

and meaning. What do we have to do to receive this 

gift? Nothing, absolutely nothing.  

 

This gift of grace comes to us in the ordinary, such 

as word, water, bread, wine, and community. It 

comes to us in the Word of God, the Sacraments of 

Holy Baptism and Holy Communion. We find it in 

the community of the church. Moreover, God’s 

grace can be smelled, felt, seen, heard, held, and 

tasted.   

 

Our new normal has elements of the old normal. 

Yes, I miss some aspects of the old normal. But I 

am excited for the new opportunities coming our 

way. My plans for this summer are to soak in the 

beauty of God’s creation. To slow down and savor 

the moments of connections and community. I wish 

to experience the Lord’s blessings and love for us 

this year. At the end of summer, I want to feel 

refreshed and renewed as a beloved child of God. 

And, I want the same thing for you this year.   

 

Blessings and peace as we move into summer.  

Pastor Carol  
 
 

We Have a Mission 

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church is a nurturing, 

accepting, and joyful faith community which invites 

all to grow in Christ.   

Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ. To him be the glory both now and to the day 

of eternity. Amen. 2 Peter 3:18 
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SUMMER PREACHING SERIES 
Recently someone asked, what is Pastor going to 

use this summer for preaching texts? The narrative 

lectionary only runs from the Sunday after Labor 

Day to the Day of Pentecost. This summer, like last 

year, will be three preaching series.  It is also the 

perfect time to delve deeper into the Bible 
 

“Drinking Deeply from the Psalms” is the first of 

the three summer preaching series. The focus for 

May 30 through July 4 is the movement through the 

psalms in a manner that reflects both how the 

Psalter progresses and reflects how we actually 

experience life. It moves from “orientation” through 

“disorientation” and then to “reorientation.”  
 

The next series is four weeks on “God’s Grace is 

Amazing,” July 11 through August 1. We will 

explore the emphasis on grace in the letter to the 

Ephesians, looking at creation and redemption as a 

single piece, then on good works as a way of life, as 

well as God’s planning of all these things before 

any of the recipients of grace came on the scene. 
 

The final series, August 8 through August 29, is on 

the Sacraments. Continuing with the theme of 

grace, we will consider how the sacraments are 

sometimes called the “means of grace,” the ways 

through which God works to promise, to free, to 

forgive, and to claim people, to make them, to make 

us, God’s people. 
 

HOLDEN IN JULY 
Many people have expressed that they missed 

singing Holden Evening Prayer during Lent and 

Advent.  The Joint Worship Team and Pr. Carol 

have heard you. Save the evening of July 14 for this 

beloved service. Watch the announcements in late 

June and early July for full details on fellowship 

and worship.   

 

WORSHIP TIME CHANGE 
On August 1, the worship time returns to 11 am.  

Mark it on your calendar!  

 

ON HIATUS 
Thirsty Theology and Prayer Shawl Gatherings are 

on hiatus until the fall.   

 

 

GOD’S WORK. OUR HANDS. 
The official date for God’s Work, Our Hands is 

Sunday, September 12, 2021. This is an opportunity 

to celebrate who we are as the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America – one church, freed in Christ to 

serve and love our neighbor.  If you have a service 

idea, please talk to a council member or leave a note 

in the president’s mailbox.  

 

PR. CAROL’S SCHEDULE 
This summer, Pr. Carol will continue to work in the 

FLC office from 8:30 – 11:30 am Monday through 

Wednesday. The number is 826-3516. She will be at 

OSL for worship, meetings, appointments, etc., as 

scheduled. She can always be reached via 

cellphone, text, email, or at the parsonage.  

 

SANDERS COUNTY RUMMAGE SALE 
Once again, we are participating in the Sanders 

County Wide Rummage Sale event on June 25th 

and 26th.  Any clean items in good shape would be 

appreciated! The church council will determine in 

June how the monies will be used.  

 

AT FLBC THIS AUGUST 
A small group from FLC and OSL are going to 

Flathead Lutheran Bible Camp August 4th and 5th. It 

will be a time to relax and dwell in God’s creation 

while enjoying all the camp has to offer.  

 

COVID UPDATE 
For the love of each other and our community, the 

church council has decided to slowly make changes 

in the COVID protocols. Effective May 30th masks 

will be optional in worship; however, we will 

continue to maintain physical distancing, 

noncontact sharing of the piece, opening windows 

for ventilation, etc. Small groups are no longer 

required to wear masks if all members agree. In the 

coming weeks, we hope that fellowship will 

resume. In the meantime, the church council 

continues to review our protocols on a monthly 

basis and encourages the wearing of masks.  

 

 


